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Press Release for Case No. 2

Trial Contesting Human Rights Violations and Violations of Constitutional and
International Human Rights by Instant Notification and Instant Execution

1. Where is the problem?

The death penalty in Japan is executed by hanging. The execution comes
suddenly and without warning on the morning of the day of execution. When the
footsteps of the staff stop in front of the death raw, the condemned person
trembles. The staff opens the door and the warden announces the execution.
The condemned person is taken to the place of execution, and the death penalty
is carried out solemnly and dispassionately.

There is nothing in the laws of the state about this process from notification to
execution. It is left to the Ministry of Justice, which has jurisdiction over

executions.
2, Violation of the Constitution, Laws and International Human Rights

(1) Violation of Human Dignity (Article 13 of the Constitution)
The "same-day notification and execution" violates the right to self-
determination of persons sentenced to death and is a violation of human dignity.

(2) Violation of International Covenants on Civil Liberties (Article 6 and 7 of
the Covenant)

The Government of Japan has repeatedly received recommendations for
improvement from the UN Committee on Civil Liberties for violating Article 6
(guarantee of the right to life) and Article 7 (prohibition of cruel or degrading

punishment) of the Covenant.

(3) Arbitrariness of Execution of Death Penalty (Article 31 of the Constitution)
The current situation, in which the timing of notification is not set by an act of
the Diet, is in violation of the guarantee of statutory procedures under Article 31
of the Constitution of Japan, as well as of Supreme Court precedents.




(4) Deprivation of Right to File an Objection (Articles 31 and 32 of the
Constitution)

There is no legal basis for the immediate notification and execution, and the
death-penalty convicts are deprived of the opportunity to file objections and the

right to a trial.

3. The Trial

On November 4, 2021, the plaintiffs filed a lawsuit against the Osaka District
Court, alleging that they were not notified of the execution date and time
without prior notice, and that they were notified on the day of the execution and
that the execution would take place on the same day. The plaintiffs filed a
lawsuit in the Osaka District Court on November 4, 2021, seeking confirmation
of the non-existence of their duty to accept the death penalty and a claim for
state compensation on the grounds that the order of the Minister of Justice to
carry out the execution on the same day without prior notice and the practice of
the detention center to carry out the execution on the same day are illegal. The

lawsuit is currently being heard by the Osaka District Court.
Above all




